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Conceptualising e-DEM



Karl Popper
Experimentation in any social setting will need to be based 

on small-scale or on ‘piecemeal engineering’. Our 
attention should therefore be directed towards the 
empirical analysis of small scale experimentation. 
Through the trial and error process of piecemeal 
experimentation it is easier to disentangle the purported 
cause and effect mechanisms

Popper’s hyp
‘you cannot introduce a political reform without 

strengthening the opposing forces, to a degree roughly in 
ratio to the scope of the reform’ (Poverty of Historicism)



Methodological issues

Standardisation
ICT’s and changing evidence base
Combinatorial methods
− Correlation analysis 
− QCA, methods 
− Analysis of discourse



Dimensions of dialogue


